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Goals for the session
• Introduce and explore the proficiency scale
• What does this look like in practice
• What to expect as a parent

Overview



• A pilot with 8 of 10 middle schools in SD61
• All teachers will use a proficiency scale to assess and communicate student 

learning.  
• This change can be seen across the province of BC, as schools work to align 

with the BC Ministry of Education’s communicating student learning 
framework and curriculum.

• We anticipate that by September 2023, all schools, K-9 in BC will be using 
the proficiency scale. 

•  curriculum.gov.bc.ca/classroom-assessment

Introducing the Proficiency Scale

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/classroom-assessment


The value in using the 
proficiency scale is that it 
places emphasis on 
descriptive feedback and 
facilitates self-assessment
….. key practices for 
extending student learning.

Exploring The Proficiency Scale



L’échelle de compétence 



The proficiency scale moves the conversation away from reporting cards and 
grades to a focus on communicating student learning. 

● Is a student proficient in a set of skills, concepts or competencies? In other 
words, do they demonstrate a solid understanding of those concepts and 
competencies?

● Proficiency scales highlight strengths in student learning
● Separate learning behaviour from academic performance
● They can help indicate what the next steps are in order become proficient 

or in order to challenge themselves further

Why Proficiency Scales?



Emerging “I am beginning to…”
“With direct support I can…”



● shows some understanding 
of…

● is beginning to…
● starting to..
● with direct support…

● has a limited understanding 
of…

● is starting to…
● requires support to… 
● in the beginning stages

Emerging “I am beginning to…”
“With direct support I can…”



Developing I can partially understand...
With some support I am able to…..



● is able to... at a basic 
level/in familiar situations

● with support shows an 
understanding of

● is working on…
● needs reminders to… 
● sometimes… 
● with support is able to… 
● with prompting is able to…

● occasionally is…
● has some difficulty with… 
● is developing… 
● is aware of… but is not yet 

applying independently 
● strives to… 
● is beginning to work 

independently

Developing I can partially understand...
With some support I am able to…..



● These students are progressing in their learning

● A developing assessment should indicate areas for concentration and 
growth in order to become proficient.

Developing I can partially understand...
With some support I am able to…..



Proficient I am able to demonstrate…..
I have a solid understanding of…..



Proficient I am able to demonstrate…..
I have a solid understanding of…..

● is able to demonstrate...
● engages in… 
● consistently demonstrates 

the ability to…
● is able to… 
● understands… 
● is competent with… 
● is capable of… 

● demonstrates a solid 
understanding of…

● can describe…with 
detail/accuracy/

       confidence
● demonstrates a 

comprehensive 
understanding of…

● can independently…



I am able to demonstrate…..
I have a solid understanding of…..

● This student is exactly where we would hope they would be.
● They show a solid understanding of the main concepts and are 

able to complete most tasks.
● The proficient category can seem quite large sometimes so it can 

be helpful to share with students if they have just left developing or 
are approaching extending.

● Students in this category still need to know what areas they need to 
focus on and strategies about how to progress.

● Note: provincial scale says ‘complete’ understanding 

Proficient



Extending I am highly skilled at…..
I have extended my learning by…..



I am highly skilled at…..
I have extended my learning by…..

● creatively/insightfully 
applies… 

● is innovative when… 
● shows in depth 

understanding of…
● in complex situations, is able 

to… 
● is strategic… 

● extends learning by… 
● consistently...
● to a high degree...
● is highly skilled at...

Extending



• Students in this category demonstrate a sophisticated, creative, 
insightful and innovated  understanding of concepts.

• It is not about extra projects or extra work

Extending



‘I Can’ action statement sentence stems

Emerging Developing Proficient Extending
- I am starting to...
- With support, I am able 
to...
- I learn better with 
support...

- I am developing this 
skill...
- I am starting to 
understand... 
- I am able to do parts 
of...
- I am beginning to work 
independently...

- I am able to...on my 
own...
- I have achieved this 
skill...
- I understand...
- I have a solid 
understanding of...
- I am able to...

-I have a sophisticated 
understanding of this 
concept...
-I am able to make 
complex connections 
between ideas/concepts...
-I am able to apply this 
skill...



L’échelle de compétence en langage d’élève
Émergente En voie 

d’acquisition 
(en développement)

Maîtrisée
(Compétente)

Approfondie

-Je commence….
-J’ai besoin d’aide…
-J’apprends mieux avec 
de l’aide…

-Je commence à 
comprendre …
-Je peux faire une 
partie…
-Je commence à le faire 
seul…

-Je peux le faire seul
- J’ai atteint la 
compétence
-Je comprends…
-J’ai une compréhension 
solide de…
-Je suis capable

-Je fais des liens 
complexes entre les 
concepts…
-Je peux mettre en 
pratique cette 
compétence dans des 
contextes différents



Students with Diverse Needs

● For a student with an Individual Education Plan (IEP) proficiency 
level is based on what students can do with their 
accommodations in place.

● It should be clear what effective strategies and accommodations 
are being used with success





What does it look like in the classroom?
Student generated ideas and descriptive language

Div 11 Div 13

https://learn.sd61.bc.ca/introduction-to-the-proficiency-scale-grade-6-classroom/


Helpful Student Analogies
Student generated analogies

Julie Gennai, Div 21



Helpful Student Analogies





    
  
      

      
      

  
  

    

  

  
        

        
  

What we know about effective classroom assessment



• Term comments on general learning behaviour and work 
habits.

• A proficiency level for each of the academic areas taught 
that term.

• Comments for each subject on what can the student do, 
what do they need to work on, and how can they work on 
this to improve

What to expect as a parent at the end of 
term 1?



Closing/Questions


